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(This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be 
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on] 


Cypher/OTP, D \TIC (SECRET 


FROM AMMAN TO FOREIGN OFFICE, 
eit Ae Kirkbride D. 9.52 a.m, 14th February, 1948, 
° 


No, 90, 
R. 10.26 a.m, 14th February, 1948, 
15th February, 1948, 


Repeated to Bagdad, Saving, 
Befrut - Saving, 
Cairo =- Saving 
Danascus - Saving, 
Jedda - Saving, 
British jjiddle East Office Cairo — Saving 
Jerusalem - Saving. 


TUPORTANT. 
TOP SECRET, 
Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.90 of 15th 


Februa repeated for information aves to Bagdad, 
Beirut, teiro, Damascus, Jedda, British ifiddle East 
Office C iro, and Jerusalen, 


Your telegram No.87 about Palestine. 


Both the King and Tewfiq Pasha are, I believe, 
determined to occupy as much of Arab areas as they can 
aS soon as the mandate is terminated, For publicity 
nal they any to the Arabs that ney are, going to 
ry and occupy the whole of Palestine, but this is merely 
to forestall the accusation that they are implementing 
partition, Both realise their inability with the means 
at their disposal to achieve more than_the occupation 
of Arab areas, and the King in particular is anxious 
to avoid any conflict with international authority, 


2. Given the presence in Palestine of detachuents 
of volunteers from Syria, I personally consider that 
Trans jordan would be well advised to secure Iraqi 
assistance before making a start. An agreement with Iraq 
Would place the Higher Command of volunteers and Iraqi 
volunteers themselves on the side of Transjordan, It might 
even bring Fauzi Kawukji over with ay of his Syrians 
and Lebanese, Some of the “ransjordan leaders have commenced 
to think along the same lines, 


5. Of late, King Abdullah has been taleing meee 
about assuming the du y of ss the Holy Places o: 
Jerusalem after the termination of the mandate until some 
other arrangement is made, but this idea of his should not 
be taken seriously if reported, as strength of Arab 
Legion is quite inadequate for such a task in addition 

to other commitments in Arab areas and I am sure that 
{grpeundec, ? Prime Minister] will not undertake it, 


/4. 


-2e 


4, I will not attempt to predict the course of 
events when the operation starts, as there'are 80 
many wapcodiesabis factors, The proverb about success 
succeeding is very a plicable in the Arab forld 
and there are undoubtedly many elements in Palestine 
which would welcone ony ar Arab force which 
‘brought stability and Security, . 


: 5. Cairo telegram No,175 has not reached me but 
I am not delaying this reply any longer. 


[Copy sent to Middle Last Secretariat] 
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